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THE EARLY SUMMER'S COLOR SCHEME 

GROWS SOBERER aS THE YEAR GROWS OLD. 
Rhymes of Vermont Rural Life--D.L.Cady. 
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How true it is,that as the summer 
wanes and our thoughts turn to the cold 
winter days ahead,we too become sober,and 
tend to forget the bright colors and the 
clear warm days of the spring that is 
past.We may even decide that for us a 
sober and dull future is all there is to 
look forward to,remembering only how fast 
the grass grew last spring,and the weeds 
as well,and entirely forgeting how we 
responded to airy Daffodils,and the glow 
of the tulips,and watched for the first 
tips of the Lilies. 

It should not be so,-it need not be so. 
Buy plants and bulbs and prepare a place 
for them.Set them carefully in that place 
and as you do so,give yourself a fore- 
taste of the joys of the Springtime.Be 
sure that all the pleasure you may have 
then is as nothing beside the harvest of 
satisfaction you will reap all the fall 
and winter as you recall your purchases, 
your work,and the promise of the pleasures 


to come. 


handle perfectly. 


HEAVY,field grown 
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PYRETHRUM HELENI. §. Department of Agriculture 


We will not claim that this is the best Pyrethrum which 
we know.But we do make three claims for it. It is fully 
double,and perfectly formed. In color it is a delightful 
shade of pink,not so light as to fade in the hot sun,nor so 
deep as to age to a disagreeable shade of rose. And,in our 
experience it will grow easily,is very winter hardy,and 
always flowers well.Nothing more need be said. 

HELEN was raised here in Vermont,as was the young lady 
for whom it was named. It's originator shared it with us 
and for a number of years we have sent out plants in limited 
numbers,so that we have reports on it from many different 
states.Always it is admired,and its easy culture praised.Now 
at last we have it in goodly amount. We can reduce our price 
on it. Buy and plant it at once for best results,for we do 


not believe that Pyrethrum ship well in the spring.Now they 


lants, 60¢ each; 10 for $5.00. 


All prices include delivery charges, unless otherwise stated. If you live west of Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Tennessee or Mississippi, please add 5% to cover higher cost of shipping. 
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FOR EARLY NEXT SPRING--- 


you will want Pansies and Violas and other quick flowering 
plants to brighten the ground below the Tulips and Daffodils. 
Here's a selected list of low growing things to do just that. 


VIOLAS. 


Most gardeners realize that the chief difference between a 
true Viola and a Pansy,is that while Pansies usually die after 
flowering,the Viola may,with moderate care be kept growing 
for years.We have long been interested in Violas,and at one 
time we had a good collection.Since the War,we have devoted a 
good bit of time to growing them in quantity,and we are now 
able to offer strong,spring propagated clumps of the following 
all of which are true to name.They are ideal material for 
formal beds,for specimens in the rockery,or for edgings. 


JERSEY GEM. This is the true variety,raised by the late T.A. 
Weston.A compact plant,making a low rounded mound, that is 
completely covered in spring with moderate sized dark blue- 
purple flowers,with a sort of 'perky! look,the petals 
slightly twisted,and the stems long enough for picking. 


JERSEY JEWEL. Also raised by Mr.Weston,this sort has rather 
reddish purple flowers,but is otherwise much like the 
preceding.Mr.Weston always considered this the best hot- 
weather variety,and we have found that it will thrive and 
flower profusely in a sunny exposed place.These two sorts 
are ideal for edging borders as they are compact in growth. 


EITHER SORT, above, 35¢ each; for $1.00;5 for $1.25;25 for $5.00 


MAGGIE MOTT. This fine English Viola has been grown for many 


years,perhaps nearly a hundred,and it is still the best soft 


lavender sort we know.The flowers are large and rounded,and 
have a mild and delightful fragrance.+he plant,tho not so 
compact as others,flowers profusely,so that in the garden 
it is a mound of bloom,obscuring the foliage.Give it a well 
prepared soil,with plenty of leafmold,and divide it every 
summer. Try a large solid bed of this fine Viola. 


ROYAL PURPLE. We first saw this variety growing at Ayer's 
Cliff, Quebec,about 1942.A chance seedling,Mr.Fmberley had 
saved it for its color,which is quite like that of Purple 
Heart.We brought a plant home,and have gradually increased 
it,but wntil this year we never had it in quantity,for it 
sold to visitors on sight.It makes a huge mound of bloom 
up to two feet across and a foot high at maturity, covered 
with great round dark purple flowers on long stems.With us 


it flowers all summer.Use it as a center for a bed of Maggie 


Mott,which is slightly smaller in growth. 
THE ABOVE TWO SORTS ARE, 35¢ each;3 for $1.00;10 for $3.00. 
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PHLOX DIVARICATA, SNOWFLAKES. 


The low growing,and spring flowering, blue Canadian Phlox 
often produces white forms.Some years ago,we had from Alex 
Cumming, the keenest plantsman we ever knew,this sort.He said 
it was the best white and the best plant in habit, that he had 
ever seen,and so we have found it.Again we have made a special 
effort to grow it in quantity,and can offer sturdy field grown 
young clumps,which will flower profusely next spring,dainty 
clear white flowers on eight to ten inch stems,in late May. 
Use it in the rockery,for bedding,or as an edging.Permanent. 


5O¢ each; 3 for $1.35; 5 for $2.00; 10 for $3.50. 
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NEW,OLD THINGS. 


Last spring,a visitor from another 
state gazed rather incredulously at a 
small shrub flowering against the hedge 
here,and said "Don't tell me that's an 
Azalea!" And when we assured her that it 
was,she held forth at length that it just 
could not be,for they weren't hardy where 
she came from and that was a much milder 
climate. We happened to know that the 
state in question has highly alkaline soils 
which made it extremely unlikely that an 
Azalea would thrive,no matter how mild the 
winters were. Perhaps we convinced her. 


Shortly after that a local friend who 
had been getting some plants,stopped and 
gazed in astonishment at a row of Peach 
trees in full flower over in the house 
garden.It took a bit of convincing with 
him,too,and as we went on to say that we 
had sold a lot of Peach trees here in 
Vermont,and often heard of fine crops 
from them,no doubt we inwardly felt a bit 
of superiority at being so wise. 


The other night,for no reason whatever, 
we were reading our copy of Thompson's 
'Gazebteer of Vermont! which was first set 
in type about 1824.0ur eyes were caught 
be the word Peach,and we read on to learn 
that Mr.Thompson had raised a fine crop 
of Peaches in his Burlington garden, the 
summer before. Our superiority vanished. 
We had been using varieties known to be 
very winter hardy.He,no doubt,had taken 
what was available,or might even have grown 
his own from pits. Ow point is this.Much 
that we call new in this plant world,is 
only new to us.The literature on the sub- 
ject amply proves the point,but we moderns 
with our highly developed sense of super- 
iority have to learn the hard way. 


In that is our justification for so 
often using the words,"New Plants".Many 
times, they are new to this generation.Just 
as Mrs.Sidebothams little Pink,John Ball, 
is new to us.In the letter which came with 
the first plant we had of it,she said that 
it had grown in her parents garden in Eng- 
land when she was a child,and that she had 
brought it to this country some sixty years 
“‘before,and had grown it in her home gardens 
in various parts of this country,from the 
north Pacific Coast,to Baltimore,where she 
then was.Yet in all that time it had never 
to the best of our knowledge,been grown in 
an American nursery. 


We have always had an insatiable curios- 
ity about plants.Once,years ago,poring over 
an older nursery list,we found the name 
Acanthus Mollis.It took us several years 
to find seed of it even,and more to grow it 
for it wasn't notably hardy.Eventually we 
grew it to maturity and were satisfied,nor 
have we seen it in twenty years. How many 
of you readers know it? 


All prices include delivery charges, unless otherwise stated. If you live west of Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Tennessee or Mississippi, please add 5% to cover higher cost of shipping. 
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New,old things,-con. 


We'll wager that if anyone writes in 
to say they do know it,that person will 
be past middle age.Modern gardeners,for 
the most part are content to grow the 
easy things.The modern illustrated cat- 
alog in color,leaves nothing to the imag- 
ination,even tho it may not always be 
easy to produce plants that look like the 
illustrations.But in our own time,catalogs 
were illustrated with line cuts,or not at 
all.One read a description,seldom very 
graphic,sent for the seed or plant and 
went on from there.Truly gardening was a 
delight in those days,for many times one 
waited patiently for the developing plant 
getting a new thrill from each leaf that 
unfolded,right up to the flower and the 
seed pod stage.Or,as could happen,one 
might become entranced with a description 
in a foreign list and forget to check his 
botany for a more exact description,or for 
a different nomenclature. Once,we read 
of Apocynum androsaemifolium in an English 
seed list. Seed came in due course,and was 
carefully sown.Stooping over the pot that 
held the five seeds one day,we heard a 
quiet voice ask,"What have you there?" We 
told of the wonderful plant and how we 
had sent away to England for the few seeds. 
And told the name. With a quiet chuckle, 
came the reply, "And it grows wild just 
thru the fence at the far side of the nur- 
sery". It was true,too,for Spreading Dog- 
bane is a native American,and quite common. 
But instead of being more than a little 
embarassed by our ignorance(and we were a 
little) ,we learned a little lesson on be- 
ing certain of our facts before going too 
far.More,it has given us all these years 
the very finest memory picture of the kind- 
ly old man who was our first nursery men- 
tor.Instead of laughing at us,he went on 
to tell what he knew of the plant and the 
family to which it belonged,whetting the 
interest he had already detected in us,in 
the hope,we are sure,that it might someday 
match his own. 


For that reason,this article. What do 
you know about plants? Are you content,as 
so many seem to be today,to buy only the 
large showy things of easy culture? Must 
it be that flower lovers have so little 
ability, that when a Flower Show judge 
attempts to pick the Best Bloom in Show, 
at a display of Peonies or Gladiolus,he'1l 
find as we have,that every bloom he noted 
for the final judging,as he went his rounds, 
were of the same variety--one that would 
almost surely grow to perfection for the 
veriest amateur. What joy can there be in 
that? Yet it seems to be true.No one buys 
the oddities,or the little gems of the 
plant world,or attempts to grow the diffi- 
cult or the tender. You say there are many 
such? We doubt it.Ask any plant nurseryman 
what he sells.He'1ll tell you that it's Moss 
Pinks,or big showy Poppies,and that he is 
giving up the oddities. All we have asked 
are doing that,-and so are wel 
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FOR EARLY NEXT SPRING--- 
PANSIES. 


Of course you love Pansies,everyone does in early spring. 
But too few see them at their best.When they are spring dug 
and reset,the flowering habit is bound to be checked,and too, 
the largest flowers come in the earliest spring,long before 
one likes to work the soil. S0,-prepare a bed this fall,with 
lots of compost,and perhaps slightly raised,if your soil is 
wet.Plant it to Pansies this fall,and when cold weather comes 
cover it lightly with boughs,or excelsior,-never leaves-,and 
when spring comes,you'll be amply repaid. 


SWISS GIANT PANSIES IN SEPARATE COLORS AS FOLLOWS. Priced at 
10 for $1.00;100 for $9.00. Not less than ten of one color at 
the ten rate,nor 25 of one color at the 100 rate,please. 


ALPENGLOW. Rich wine red shades. 

BERNA. Dark violet blue 

CORONATION GOLD. Deep golden yellow. 

QRANGE. Vivid orange and golden yellow.(Only 10 to a customer) 
RASPBERRY ROSE. Deep bright rose,-no other like it. 

THUNER SEA. Deep ultramarine blue. 

WHITE. Large,pure colored sort,without blotches. 


SWISS GIANT PANSIES,MIXED. In the widest possible range of 
colors,including all the above and many others. Flowers to 3! 
across,on compact plants. 10 for $1.00; 100 for $8.00. 
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ARABIS ALBIDA FLORE PLENA. 


The double Rock-cress makes a tight mound of soft grey 
and slightly wooly foliage.In the spring it is covered with 
short trusses of double white flowers,fragrant,and very wel- 
come for their color.We have a nice lot of young plants,to 
transplant easily this fall.Old plants do not move well. 


50¢ each; 3 for $1.35; 10 for $3.00. 
DICENTRA SPECTABILIS. 


Bleedingheart,to plant under an Apple tree,or about a big 
Lilac,or in the shade on the north side of a house where the 
sun never shines.It is at its best in such locations,if the 
soil is cool and slightly moist,with moderate fertility.It is 
equally good in the open border,but tends to lose its foliage 
in the summer swm,while in shade it is green all summer. 

FINE,HEAVY ROOTS, 50¢ each;3 for $1.35; 10 for $3.50. 


MERTENSIA VIRGINICA. 


Virginia Cowslip,with Bleedingheart,or with white Trillim 
grandiflorum,is a must in every spring garden.We have dug the 
finest roots we have ever seen and are selling them rapidly 
for 35¢ each; 3 for $1.00. Its blue and pink bells,on arching 
stems, a foot or more high,come in May.It is gone by July. 


RANUNCULUS MONTANUS« 


We were certainly delighted to see this little Buttercup 
again,when it flowered early last spring.Growing about three 
inches high,and making tight tufts six inches across,covered 
with unusually large bright yellow 'cups!,on short stems,in 
May,it is at home on wet or quite dry soil with us,in sun or 
shade.Looks well all summer,too,with an occasional flower. 

5O¢ each. 


All prices include delivery charges, unless otherwise stated. If you live west of Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Tennessee or Mississippi, please add 5% to cover higher cost of shipping. 
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HARDY GARDEN LILIES. 


Certain Lilies may properly be said to be best fitted for 
planting in the border,among other kinds of plants.Some for 
their best development,or for their very high degree of beauty 
should be planted alone.The following sorts may be used in 
either way,which means that they are both beautiful and 
adaptable.They are also among the best for cutting. 


CHAMPLAIN HYBRIDS. 


These are the result of our many years of endeavoring to 
improve the Regal lily hybrid which we first offered as the 
Shelburne Hybrid.As we have selected for brighter colorings, 
for taller and for later forms,we have been working first of 
all for blooms that were held well enough erect so that they 
need not. be staked,and so that the flowers would display the 
beauty of the inside of the blossoms.Into our breeding work 
has gone all of the hybrids we have previously offered, such 
as Shelburne,Princeps,and Shellman,and many species as well 
including Centifolium,and we think Auratum. From this group 
has come the Pink Regal Hybrid,now an accomplished fact,and 
soon to be offered in named forms,of varied shadings and form. 
We have a fine lot of bulbs,all of which flower in mid-July 
and later with us.Some may carry faint tinges of pink.All will 
flower heavily next season. No finer strain is available at 
any price. 

STRONG, 4/6" BULBS, 50¢ each; 10 for $4.50; 25 for $10.00. 
HEAVY,6/8" BULBS, 75¢ each; 10 for $6.50; 25 for $15.00. 


SHELBURNE HYBRIDS. 


This strain is the result of a cross of L.sargentiae as 
the seed parent,with L.regale as the pollen parent.It has 
always produced a widely varying range of types of bloom,of 
growth habit,and of flowering period.As is apt to be the 
case,where seed selection is not carried out with an eye to 
improvement or change,this strain has become fixed as a 
strong growing Regal Lily,rather more erect in stem,later,and 
not at all inclined to flower as a group.We usually have blooms 
on any considerable planting of bulbs,for at least a month.We 


have fine young seedling stock to offer,healthy and free flowering. 


STRONG, 4/6" BULBS,40¢ each; 10,for $3.50; 100 for $30.00. 
HEAVY, 6/8" BULBS, 60¢ each; 10 for Eee 


PRINCEPS. 


This is a fine form of the Regal Lily,almost exactly like 
it in growth characteristics, but slightly later flowering.For 
those who wish a mass of bloom,opening almost entirely at one 


PRIDE OF CHARLOTTE. 


This is a glorified Sargent's Lily,with the long,slightly 
drooping trumpets of that sort,white inside,with a rich yellow 
throat,and dark brown outside.It is tall and late,and very 
hardy.In full flower here on August first,it still keeps its 
dark green foliage even after heavy frosts.Being raised from 
bulbils,all the bulbs are identical,and a bed in bloom is an 
imposing sight. 

STRONG, 4/6" BULBS, 55¢ each; 10 for $5.00, 
HEAVY, 6/8" BULBS, 85¢ each; 10 for $7.50. 


LILIUM T.A.HAVEMEYER. 


We have a very limited number of bulbs,which will flower 
this fall,of this fine hybrid of L.henryi.Ours is true stock 


having come directly from the originator,Mr.Tom Barry. $5.00 each. 
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SOME NOTES ON LILIES. 


People ask us why their Lilies don't 
grow. 


Obviously that isn't a question that 
can he answered without a lot of facts 
being assembled for consideration.But we 
do think there is one possible reason that 
all should know. It is only necessary to 
break the stem tip of a Lily to stop its 
entire development above ground for a year 
and sometimes, forever. 


Maybe as a competent gardener,you are 
sure that you never would make such a 
mistake,and in very truth it seems hard 
to believe that one could mistake the 
emerging stem of a large bulb for grass. 
But with the small Lilies,like tenuifoliumm 
that is easily possible,and we have know 
nursery laborers,familiar enough withgrass 
and weeds,to pull a good quantity of them 
while weeding.Not only that,but they are 
hidden things,and a good workman can't be 
blamed if he hoes an open plot in the bor- 
der and cuts off all the lily stems below 
the surface of the soil.Mark them well 
when you plant,for one mistake is the last. 


Tulips,and many other bulbous plants, 
first send up leaves,and later the flower 
stem emerges from the center of the bulb. 
But in the Lily, the tip that emerges,has 
the flower buds at its center,and if they 
are broken out,growth stops.Be Careful. 


Depth of planting is another reason 
for failure.It is quite all right for us 
to say,'plant this lily six inches deep!'. 
For on our sandy loam soil,that may be a 
satisfactory depth for a matured bulb.fn 
our plantings,a small bulb is usually set 
only an inch or two deep.As it first grows 
it sends up seedling leaves,and at the 
same time it develops heavy roots,which 
gradually tend to pull the bulb deeper in 
the soil.Even so,we grow our large flow- 
ered lilies to maturity at a depth of not 
much over three inches.Our summers are 
cool,and other conditions favor success. 
But that doesn't mean that if you live in 
a warmer section,you must put the same 
bulb down eight inches,and certainly not 
if you have a brickyard clay loam.We have 
concurred with authorities on deep plant- 
ing of lilies,for years.But recently we 
read in a prominent garden magazine, under 
the Byline of a regular contributor of 
some repute, that Madonna Lilies should be 
planted six inches deep.That is absolutely 
wrong as every Lily man knows.It set us 
wondering,and as we have thought the mat- 
ter over,we've gradually come to the con- 
clusion that lilies are harmed by deep 
planting,especially in heavy soils.Instead 
try planting them at a moderate depth, say 
three inches.Let them gradually find the 
depth they like,as they will do.We venture 
more lilies will grow if that is done. 


All prices include delivery charges, unless otherwise stated. If you live west of Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Tennessee or Mississippi, please add 5% to cover higher cost of shipping. 
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HOW TO USE LILIES. 


The title seems likely to be the only 
easy part of this article.To begin with 
we grow Lilies in beds,and are accustomed 
to having them thus massed,a pageant of 
color.And,over the years,we can think of 
but a few gardeners who have used them 
effectively in their own plantings. 


Alex Graham,who raised the first Shel- 
burne Hybrid,had his own technique in the 
Shelburne House gardens.For he was born in 
Ayrshire,and served his 'prenticement in 
the gardens of the Laird of Forth.He began 
with a compost heap of sod and manure,which 
rotted for a year,then was cut down, turned 
over,and then sieved-not screened,but sieved 
so that all the material went thru and was 
entirely mixed in.Then where he wished a 
bed of Lilies,and in those huge gardens, 
he planted many a corner of fifty square 
feet or more,he would take out all the 
soil to a foot of depth and fill in entirely 
with his composted loam.Is it any wonder 
that Lilium henryi and tigrinum too,grew 
ten feet tall,as they did.And the late 
John Scheepers,who was no small man,stood 
and looked up into the trumpet of a Shel- 
burne Hybrid which arched over his head. 


Dr.Bisbee loved the white perfection of 
the tall Lilium philippinense formosanum 
at the back of a wide border.Back of them, 
severely tied,he used the Hawthorn-scented 
Mugwort,Artemisia lactiflora,while in front 
where Iris or Canterbury Bells had been 
earlier,he often had filled in with Japanese 
Anemones,all of which grew well in his cool 
silty loam.He gave the soil no especial 
preparation, but took out the lily bulbs 
after flowering,for this sort seldom is 
good after it has first flowered strongly, 
whether from disease,or other cause,we do 
not know.Certainly the Doctor could never 
make his bulbs stay a second year to flower 
at the top of six foot stems,as they did 
if he grew them from seed,anew each season. 


We know a garden of peaty soil,an old 
pond bed,in part,now filled with specimen 
Hemlocks,Azaleas and whatever will grow,in 
which the owner has planted many species. 
Most of them grow easily in this natural 
spot,standing well above the low plants 
and in the partial shade lasting much lon- 
ger in bloom than when planted in full sw. 
It isn't-a location that every person could 
use.But the three examples we have given 


show how some good gardeners have used Lilies. 


For our part,we like to scatter the 
Hybrid Regal types,and the other smaller 
brightly colored sorts that we grow,in the 
border amongst the other hardy plants.One 
meeds to consider when they flower,and the 
probably height,so that they won't be en- 
tirely hidden by foliage.But when used this 
way,many a mid-summer dull spot can be eas— 
ily made bright. 
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OTHER HARDY GARDEN LILIES. 


The following Lilies are those whose culture we find most 
easy,so that their cultivation in the garden usually presents 
few difficulties.With but few exceptions,they are produced 
here.Those that are not are included because of their great 


beauty,and rarity. 
HRI 


AMABILE. This lovely summer flowering Lily will grow three feet 
tall,and carry seven to ten grenadine-red flowers, black 
spotted,to make a bold splash of color in the center of the 
border.It is of easy culture,and stends drought well. 

STRONG BULBS,35¢ each; five for $1.50; 10 for $2.50. 


AURATUM.The Gold Banded Lily will again be available in bulbs 
imported from Japan thru the AMG,this fall.We are promised 
delivery in October,and bulbs will be shipped as soon as 
they arrive.If you cannot safely plant them in November 
please say so,and we will ship them in early spring. 

This beautiful lily flowers as early as July,and until 
mid-September.It is best in a deep,well drained soil,not 
too heavily fertilized with manure.Plant it six or more 
inches deep.The stems vary but average about three feet 
and tne intensely fragrant white flowers,striped yellow 
end crimson spotted,are often a foot across. 

GOOD SIZED BULBS, 80¢ each; 3 for $2.25; 10 for $7.25. 
baikKa SIZE BULBS, $1.00 each; 3 for $2.75; 10 for $9.00. 


CALLOSUM. This is a distinctly different lily.It may grow four 
feet high,the very slender but rigid stem supporting a good 
number of small Turkscap type blooms,dull orange red in 
color,unlike any other sort we know.It will grow easily in 
a dry poor soil,and is particularly fine in low shrubs,or 
evergreens,which are enhanced by the odd spot of colpr.July. 
STRONG BULBS, 35¢ each; five for $1.50. 


CANDIVUM. The Madonna Lily,white queen of the Jume garden,is 
available in strong bulbs of our own growing. 50¢ each. 


CERNUUM. This beautiful lily is very similar to the Coral Lily 
save that it has longer leaves,and that its flowers are an 
enchanting lavender pink.We have fine young bulbs of our 
own growing.Use a very well drained soil,and plant quite 
deeply,-at least this formula works for us. 

STRONG FLOWERING SIZE, 75¢ each; 5 for $3.00. 


CONCOLOR. The Star Lily,with bright orange red flowers held 
erect and opening almost flat to make a five pointed star 
at the top of a slender sturdy stem,is one of the finest 
things for massing in the border,or planting in low growth. 
LARGS FLOWERING SIZE, 30¢ each;10 for $2.50;100 for $22.50. 


SPECIOSUM RUBRUM. We have some fine bulbs of this fall flowering 
favorite,growing in our fields. 75¢ each; five for $3.50. 


TENULYOLIUM. The Coral “ily is a bright gem in any Jume garden. 
Plant it in quantity,in groups of five or more,or scatter it 

everywhere in the border.The bright red Turkscaps dance and 
glisten. 20¢ each; 10 for $1.50; 25 for $3.00. 


TENUIFOLIUM GOLDEN GLEAM. The rich orange yellow form of the 
Coral Lily is equally useful and is easily grown. it is 
much less commonly grown. 25¢ each; 10 for $2.25;100- $20.00 


LESTACLUM. The Nankeen “ily,a hybrid of the Madonna Lily,with 
the bright red L.chalcedonicum,is a rare shade of apricot or 
nankeen-yellow,often flushed with pink.It is rare in gardens. 
We offer strong home grown bulbs at $2.00 each. 


All prices include delivery charges, unless otherwise stated. If you live west of Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Tennessee or Mississippi, please add 5% to cover higher cost of shipping. 
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CHOICE HARDY PLANTS. 


Unless a different price is specifically stated,all our 


hardy plants are priced at 50¢ each; 3 for $1.35; 5 for $2.00 


10 for $5.50. To take quantity rates,plants must be exactly 


alike.All our prices include delivery,as noted below. 
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ARMERIA LaUCHEANA. We have proved this to be the hardiest form 
we have ever grown.It makes a compact tuft of grassy leaves 
three inches high,and eventually a foot across.+he bright 
rose-pink flower heads are on short stems 3" above the 
foliage.It withstands winter cold and summer heat and drought 
equally well.Ideal for an edging,or in the rockery. 


ASTER FRIKXARTI. We have again built up a fine stock of this 
beautiful soft blue fall Aster,which grows not over 30" tall 
and as wide.This is the true Wonder of Staefa,which we have 
had for many years. 


ASTILBE SIMPLICLTROLIA. We like this best among the small plants 
of the Astilbe group.At most it is a foot high.The foliage 
is an attractive tuft of bronze and green,and the flower 
stems arch outward and droop prettily.White flowers,with a 

faint tinge of pink,in midsummer.For the rockery,or the front 
of the border. 


DIANTHUS.A11 the Pinks are fine border plants,while smallest 
sorts are excellent rockery specimens.Most provide a great 
display of color when in flower,and nearly all have the 
delightful spicy fragrance we all love. 

D.-ELIZA. This came from Manitoba.It grows about a foot high, 
with soft pink flowers of good size,very double and fragrant. 

D.-JOHN BALL. This is an old English variety recently come into 
our hands.It has been grown for nearly a hundred years.A 
compact tufted plant,with erect stems to one foot,the blooms 
very double,white,with a deep red eye.Spicily fragrant. 

D.-LITILE JOE. This sort is small,but it has the largest bright 
red single flower we know,on a 3" stem.Scarce. 60¢ each. 

D.-ROSE CUSHION. Compact grey mounds of foliage,growing a foot 
or more across,seldom dying out at the center,and covered 
in June with small bright pink flowers on short stems. 

D.-PINK FAIRY. This also from Manitoba.It is identical with a 
third sort called simply Double White.Both flower profusely 
on foot high stems above compact grassy plants.The double 
flowers a fuzzy looking,as the petals are finely divided at 
the tips.Opening a faint blush pink,they age to white. 

D.PETRAEUS. A species,with dark green foliage,making a small 
compact clump,and covered with bright pink single flowers. 

D.PLUMARIUS. Old fashioned Spice Pinks,in a wide range of colors. 

D.WINTERI ,MEG GARDNER.This,and the following are fine forms of 
the Spice Pink, erect plants, sturdy growth;and fine large 
single flowers. This is white,with a bright crimson eye. 

D.-MRS.BACK. Similar in color, but less erect. 

D.-MRS.WORMALD.Bright pink,with a bright crimson center. 


GEUMS. Geums or Avens are erect plants,to about two feet,from a 
basal clump of leaves,the stems,usually spreading slightly 
and topped with a cluster of bright colored flowers in 
varying shades yellow,orange,and red.Of easy culture, they 
are fine in the late June garden. 

G.BORISIL. The first to flower,and very prolific.Bright yellow. 

G.- DOLLY NORTH. Rather double,crinkled, bright orange flowers 
on a restrained and smaller plant. 

G.-FIRE OPAL.Double, vivid orange scarlet flowers.Strong plant. 

SEE NEXT PAGE. 


All prices include delivery charges, unless otherwise stated. 
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CARPET BEDDING. 


Many of our readers will have seen a 
recent article on this subject in one of 
the garden magazines.To a few,it will Pe- 
call the parks of years ago,but to many 
it will not even be a memory.Perhaps the 
subject has no place in a leaflet devoted 
usually to hardy plants, but a discussion 
of it may point up some previous remarks 
concerning gardening today. 


In about the first class we attended 
we heard a talk on hardy plants much used 
in gardening,and the only one we still re- 
call was Santolina chamaecyparissus.With 
such a name,and the fact that it was of 
but doubtful hardiness,it is hard to know 
why it made such an impression.The instruc- 
tor was A.C.Hottes,now a well known garden 
writer.We have often wondered since if his 
interest in all things that grew in gar- 
dens didn't make the subject more alluring 
than it later proved,so that some part 
stayed by.Anyhow, the so-called Lavender- 
Cotton,was much used as a grey foliage 
plant in carpet bedding, being in fact just 
about the only thing that could be used, 
of low habit,in that particular grey shade. 


Later on,in a huge greenhouse plant,we 
helped make cuttings,put them in the sand, 
take them up after five days,wrap,and ship 
them away.Of what? Why,Coleus,and Alter- 
nantheras and Acyranthes. The names come 
back as we write.Golden Bedder,Verschaef- 
felti,among others.Also to memory comes 
the removal of an inch of sand from the 
entire surface of the propagating beds in 
a hundred by twenty five foot greenhouse, 
and its replacing,every five days,as a 
matter of ensuring against rotting of the 
cuttings.All carried in in lard tubs set 
on ones shoulder.And we can still see our 
good friend who 'set! most of the cuttings 
in the sand,begin to straiten himself up 
from his fixed position bent over the low 
benches,a good ten minutes before the 
whistle,so that when it blew,he could stand 
erect. Cuttings by the hundreds of thousands 
from plants carefully cultured in highly- 
heated greenhouses,for these are summer 
plants,which delight in warmth,and which 
must be made to produce profusely to pro- 
vide the quantities needed to plant the 
huge floral designs that decorated the 
Parks, the Vemeteries, and even the Rail- 
road stations of that day. 


It was with a feeling of relief that 
as spring came on,we were able to get out 
into the hardy plant fields which became 
our own domain,and which to this day are 
our chief interest.And yet the article 
in question,and its accompanying illustra- 
tions brought a queer nostalgia.Not so 
much for the day and age,but for the 
skill it portrayed. 


If you live west of Wisconsin, Illinois, 


Tennessee or Mississippi, please add 5% to cover higher cost of shipping. 
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Carpet bedding,-con. 


Our good friend Alex Cumming,who had 
once been a Gardener in Elizabeth Park, 
and responsible for some of the designs 
planted there,once showed us a folio 
filled with the detailed plans of such beds 
drawn to exact scale,with the number and 
spacing and kinds of plants all carefully 
noted,and with provision for foreshortening 
if the beds were to be placed on an incline 
or for thicker planting in some areas,if 
the bed was a mound.As for the designs, they 
were of every description.From evolved 
figures geometrically accurate,to True- 
love Knots.Replicas of important buildings 
or noted places like Grant's Tomb,were 
there,and even the design for the Floral 
Clock, tho without the plan for the con- 
cealed mechanisn. 


Corny,you say! *es,no doubt.But the 
men who produced the plants for those de- 
signs were topnotch growers,who turned 
their skill to other crops with equal ease 
when the day of Carpet Bedding ended.They 
had to be,for these things they grew were 
tender to cold,yet they must be produced 
in tremendous numbers,early in the season, 
and there must be no losses,nor failures 
to deliver.If a Master Gardener wished to 
plant a bed before his employer's Newport 
cottage,showing a six foot profile of that 
worthy's head,he had only to be short a 
few plants to fail to attain perfection, 
which might mean the loss of his jcb,and 
the loss of a good customer in the future. 
And those gardeners who planned and plan- 
ted these masterpieces.Nothing could be 
left to chance.The plants must grow even- 
ly,and rapidly.No spading up a bed, throw- 
ing on a little fertilizer from a bag,and 
going ahead with the planting.No indeed, 
like Alex Graham,-and he was one of them- 
they prepared the soil a year ahead,with 
sod and manure,and the other components, 
like charcoal and burnt plaster or crock, 
that knowledge told them produced the re- 
sults they desired to attain. Beds were dug 
out and filled with the prepared mixture 
evenly tamped and graded,and were planted, 
weeded,and sheared,from frames which crossed 
over them,but did not touch the soil,on 
which the worker lay.Perhaps the bed had 
been filled the fall before with row after 
row of +ulips,Daffodils, and Crocus or Hy- 
acinths,also intricately designed,and so 
closely planted that it was a solid mass 
of color.When they faded,and as soon as 
frost danger was past,out they came,to be 
followed by the bedding plants,umtil frost 
came again in the fall. 


There were giants in those days! Yes, 
Master Gardeners all. Trained on the best 
estates in England,Scotland,France,Germany, 
in Scandinavia,or the Low Countries. Four 
years as Apprentice, two as Journeyman, be- 
fore you were a Master.They inspired re- 
spect in their helpers,gave us an ideal 
toward which to work.They are few, today. 
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CHOICE HARDY PLANTS. 


GEUM,GOLDEN WEST. This fine sort is close to a golden yellow. 

G.-P -PRINCESS JULIANA. Rich orange flowers. Long flowering. 

G.-RED WINGS. Brilliant strawberry red,with yellow anthers. 
This is entirely distinct in color.  60¢ each. 


IRIS KAEMPFERL. Japanese Iris are not difficult to grow. They 
want only a deep soil,for they have a heavy root system, 
ample moisture at flowering time,and considerable fertility. 
Divide them every third or fourth year. 

--ASTARTE. A beautiful dark violet blue.Double. 

--BETTY F.HOLMES. Enormous pure white,with lemon-yellow mid- 
rib,instead of gold as in Goldbound.Double. 


T.-CLARICE CHILDS.Petunia violet,and a conspicuous yellow 


center,the whole overcast with blue. 
I.-FRANCES CLEVELAND.Soft mauve self.Petals have a crepey tex- 
ture. Semi-double. 
T.-LSO-NO-NAMI.Soft blue with silvery veining and a gold 
center.Double. 
I.-JOHN FRANCIS.Lavender mauve touched with blue.Single. 
i.-KA KHAN.White,suffused blue,and with a purple center.Single. 
I.-LA FAVORITE. Large fine white y»treely veined blue and with 
a rich purple center.Double. 
--MAHOGANY.Rich dark red,shaded maroon.Double. 
.-PYRAMID.Lilac blue, veined with white at the center of the 
petals.Double. 
I.-ROSE ANNA. Ivory white,with heavy ruby-red veins.Conspicuous 
yellow blotch.Double. 
1I.-SADARABAD. White,overcast with pale phlox-pink.Blue halo. 
I.-UCHLU.Large flowers of caerulean blue,with a golden center. 


PYRETHRUM. We are able to furnish plants of the following sorts 
selected from our collection,which is rapidly growing.All are 
HEAVY clumps,sure to flower well next season. 

P.-CANDYSTICK. A strong growing single sort.White flowers have 
raypetals colored red on the outside,giving a striped effect. 

P.-DAINTY.A,bri.ght pink double sort,which we offer for the 
first time.“rom the Pacific Coast. 60¢ each. 

P.-DOUBLE ROSE. This from an unknown source is well described. 

P.-ELLEEN MAY ROBINSON. An even light rose pink semi-double 

flower,of large size.Sturdy plant. 60¢ each. 

P.-MRS.C. i. BECKWITH. Our own introduction.A very fine large 

double white. $1.00 each. 

--MRS.D.C.BLISS. Not large, but an unusual shade of bright 

orange pink.Single or semi- double. 

P.-VICTORIA. A tall,strong growing, bright red single.Bloom has 
extra petals,last well when cut and plant is very vigorous. 

P.-WARNER'§ DOUBLE PINK. Much like Double Rose,above, but the 
center filled with white stamenoids. 60¢ each. 


iro 


PLATYCODON MARIESIL. The Dwarf Balloon Flower seldom grows much 
over 18" high.It begins flowering in July,and an established 
plant will open flowers daily for a month.The rich deep blue 
color is welcome at this time,and the plant is always neat. 

P.MARIESIL ALBA. The white form is identical,except for color. 


SPIREA NEWMANNL. Sometimes the name is spelled normanni.We are 
told that the plant originated from the same cross which 
produced Spirea Anthony Waterer,and it is in effect a small 
or even a miniature form of that plant.With us,it seldom 
grows over a foot high,the slender stems almost needle size, 
and so many of them as to make the plant a tuft of growth.If 
it flowers,which it doesn't always do,it has small flat umbels 
of bright rose pink.But it is in the fall coloring of the 
foliage that this little shrub excels,for it turns a deep 
red,and fairly glows.We again have a good stock and can 
supply those we disappointed last spring. 50¢ each. 


All prices include delivery charges, unless otherwise stated. If you live west of Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Tennessee or Mississippi, please add 5% to cover higher cost of shipping. 
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MIXED DARWIN TULIPS. 


Years ago,we were told by a very competent seedsman and 
bulb dealer,that there was but one way to sell a satisfactory 
MIXTURE of anything,and that was to make up each order.from 
some of each of its component parts.He said that when one dug 
into a bag of mixed Tulips to take out ten bulbs, they could 
very well all be alike. This year,with that in mind,we have 
bought a selection of the best varieties of Darwin Tulips. 
Every order will contain some of each sort,we promise you. 
These are TOPSIZE,which is the largest Dutch grading,and not 
to be confused with the smaller sizes sold cheaply everywhere. 


10 for $1.25; 25 for $2.75; 100 for $10.00, 


FREE 
YELLOW CROCUS. 


Each season we buy a lot of Yellow Crocus for flowering in 
the winter in pans.This is so easily done that we thought it 
might interest you.Put six to eight bulbs in a five inch pan, 
just covering with soil.Put them in a cold cellar,and keep 
them damp.When growth begins to show,about mid-February, bring 
them into a moderately warm room.The should flower easily.Of 
course,they are equally good for planting in the garden. 
NOTE. Use only the largest bulbs for forcing. 


No.1 grade,- 10 for 50¢; 100 for $4.50. 


FEHR 
CROWN IMPERIALS. 


Fritillaria imperialis flowers very early in the spring, 
making its growth with the first warm days,lush and green.At 
the top of the stem,which can be 4! tall,is a cluster of red 
or orange yellow pendant bells. The plant is quite susceptible 
to frost and should have a sheltered position,or be protected 
as necessary.Plant just under the surface,if a fertile,well 
drained soil. Large bulbs, 60¢ each; 10 for $5.00. 


THRE 
MIXED NARCISSUS. 


We refer you to our offering in the July Gossip of the fine 
sorts of Narcissus we grow in our own fields.In addition to 
the mixture of all types offered there,we make two others,- 


BEARPAW POPCORN. 


1947 was a bad crop year and we raised only a small amount 
of this fine Popcorn.We will surely be sold out before Xmas, 
and we urge early ordering. Packed in one pound celophane bags 
and will keep perfectly in your refrigerator. 35¢ per pound, 
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THE MANAGER'S DESK. 


Among the many questions which I am 
asked during the summer is this one. "May 
I order plants from back issues of the 
Gossip?" To us,the answer is perfectly 
simple,but of course we write the Gossip 
and should know what its all about. 


Each annual volume of the Gossip con- 
sists of four issues,usually sent out in 
January;March;July;and September.They are 
designed to cover the plants which either 
should,or may, be planted in the weeks fol- 
lowing their mailing,except that the Jan- 
uary issue is sort of an hors d'oeurve, to 
whet your appetité.Obviously,since we 
offer Chrysanthemums in it,from small pots 
for May delivery,we cannot furnish them 
in September. The March Issue lists all 
the plants which our stock count showed 
we had in sufficient numbers to permit us 
to sell them,when made in late fall.Then 
thru the summer,as new items become avail- 
able,or older ones are increased,we men- 
tion them in the July and September issues. 


Therefore,if a plant is not offered in 
the March Gossip(with the exception of the 
garden Mums) ,we do not have it available 
unless it is specifically offered in a 
later issue.Nor do the prices quoted in 
Gossips for preceding years,or in the pre- 
ceding issues of this year, hold good,after 
a change has been made in a latest issue. 
We do not object to having you ask for a 
specific plant that we offered in the past, 
for often,we can spare one or two of it. 
But do not ask if we can supply ‘plants 
you listed last year' for we cannot know 
to what you refer.We always enter our or- 
ders at current prices,and bill for any 
balance due,or send you a credit if you 
have overpaid.If plants are wanted in a 
hurry,we send them along,and bill for the 
changed price,if any balance is due us,in 
the expectation that you will not mind the 
usually small increase.This has led to mis- 
understandings at times,which I greatly re- 
gret.I feel that I am doing my best to be 
fair in my transactions.I try to treat all 
alike.We have to make a profit to continue 
to sell you plants.In this,as in complaints 
of plants arriving in poor condition,I ask 
only that you will write us promptly,and 
in a friendly manner,so that we may cor- 
rect our mistake,or show you yours,as the 
case may be.After all,we are ordinary sort 
of folk,and a disagreeable letter makes 
us as mad as it would you.And like you,we 
find it hard not to answer kind in kind. 


PLEASE remember too,this one thing.We 
DO NOT guarantee plants to grow and bloom. 


We agree only to get them to you in a live 
condition.After that,it's up to youl 


SRE 
Gardenside Nurseries, Inc. 
Shelburne, Vermont 


All prices include delivery charges, unless otherwise stated. If you live west of Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Tennessee or Mississippi, please add 5% to cover higher cost of shipping. 


